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WATERMENS SVIT, 


(Concerning Players. 


m—_——_ c cons that hath mod me to write 
Al this pamphlet are many, and forcible,and 
& A the Arcmpt in writing it aduenturous and 
ww. 5 MI | -m = danger, _ _—_— one fide I 
TW XF.d4} doubt not but with truth to Roppe the 
A % 4 <4 mouthes of Ignorance and Mallice hae 
ee ZESESY hauc and doe daily ſcandalize mee; ( and 
withall I know I ſhall purchaſe a generall thankes , from all 
honeſt men of my Company) ſol am aſſured to gaine the 
hatred of ſome that loue me wel,and Iaffee them no worſe, 
onely for my playne truth and diſcharging my conſcience; 
But fall back, fall edge, come what,can come I am reſolued 
and without feare or flattery thus I begin, 

In the month of January laſt 1 6 x 3. there was a motich 
made by ſome fo the better ſort of the company of Water- 
men, that it were neceſſary for the releefe of ſuch a decayed 
multitude to pettition to his Maieſty , that the Players mighe 
nor haue a play-houſe in London or in Midleſex,within foure 
miles of the city on that fide of the Thames, Now this requeſt 
may ſeeme harſh and not well to be diſgeſted by the Playe 
and their Apendixes,but the reaſons that mou'd ys ynco it be= 
ing charitably conſidered , makes the ſuite not onely ſeeme 
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reaſonable , but paſt ſeeming moſt neſleſſary to be ſued for, 
and tollerable to be granted, ' 

Our petition being written to purpoſe afforeſajd., I was 
ſcleed by my company to deliueritto his Maieſty and fol- 
low the buſineſſe , which I did with that care and integrity, 
that am aſſured none can iuftlytaxe mee with the coutrary, 
Idid ride twiſe to Theobalds, once ro Newmarket,and twice 
to Royltone, before I could geta reference ypon my pettiti= 
on,l had to beare my charge,of my company firſt and laſt, ſeas 
ven pound two ſhillings, which horſhire horſemeat and mans 
meat brought to a conſumption, beſides I wroat ſeuerall per. 
tions t> moſt of the right honorable Lords of his Maiefties 
Priuy Counſel], and I found them all compaſſiontly affe&ed 
to the neſſeflity of our caule, 

Firſt I did briefly declare part of the ſeruices that Water- 
men had done in Queene El/izatetarraigne, of famous me- 
mory, in the voyage to Portingale , with the Righy Ho- 
norable and neuer to be forgotten Earle of Eſex, chelYſher 
that how it pleaſed God ( in that great deliuerance itt 
yeare 1588. ) to make Watermen good ſeruicable infttu- 
ments, with their lofle of hues and limbs to defend their 
Prince and Country, More ouer many of them ſerued with 
Sir Francis Drak ,Sir Tohn Hawkms, Sir Martin Frobuſher and 
| others, beſides in Cales aCtion, the Tland voyage, in Ireland, 
in the Lowcuntryes, andin the narrow ſeas they haue beene, 
(as in duty they are bound ) at continuall command, fo that 
eucry Sommer I 500, or 2000, of them were imployed to the 
places aforeſaid, hauing bur nine ſhillings foure pence the 
month apeece fortheir pay, and yet were they able then to 
ſer themſclues out like men, with ſhift of Aparell, linen and 
wollen , and forbeare charging of their Prince for their pay 
ſometimes fixe months, nine months, twelue months, ſome- 
times more,for then there were ſo few Watermen and the one 
halfe of them being at Sea, thoſe that ſaid at home had as 
much worke as they would doe. | 
Afterwards the Players began toplay on the Bankfide and to 
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The Watermans ſuit, 


leaue Playing in London & Middleſex(for the moſtpart)then 
there went ſuch great concourſe of people by water , that the 
ſmat number of watermen the remain'd athomewere notable 
to cary them, by reaſon of the Court, the Tearmes, the play- 
ers,and other imployments,ſo that we were inforced and en- 
coraged, (hoping that this golden ſtirring world would haue 
laſted euer) to take and entertaine men and boyes, which 
boyes are growne men, and keepers of houſes,many of them 
being ouer charged with families of Wife and Children , fo 
that the number of Water-men, and thoſe that liue and are 
maintained by them, and by the onely labour of the Oare 
and the Skull, berwixt the Bridge of Windſor, and Graue(- 
end , cannot be fewer then forty thouſand ; the caufe of the 
oreatct halfe of which multitude, hath beene the Players 
playing'on the Bank-fide , for I haue knowne three Compa- 
nies, beſides the Beare-bayting , at oncethere, to wit, the 
Globe, the Roſe, and the Swan, Andiris an infallible truth 
that had they neuer played there it had beene better for Wa» 
ter-men Ly the one halfe of their liuing, for the Company is 
encreaſed more them halfe by their meanes of playing there 
in former times, DR 

And now it hath pleaſed God in this peacefull time , that 
thereis no imployment at the ſea, as it hath beene accuſto. 
med , ſo thar all thoſe great nurngbers of men remaines at 
home, and the Players haue all ( except the Kings men ) left 
their vſuall reſidency on the Bank-fide, and doe play in 
Midelſex farremote from the Thames , ſo that cuery day in 
the weeke they doe draw ynto them three or foure thouſand 
people,that were yſed to ſpend their monies by warer,(to the. 
releefe of ſomany thouſands of poore people, which byPlaig;. 
ers former playing on the Bankſide,)are encreaſedſo that of 
times.2 psore man that hath five or fixe children , doth'give 
goodattendance to his labour all day, and at night(perhaps)- 
hath not gotten a Groatto relicue himſelfe his wife and fa- 
milie, | 
This was the effect and ſcope of our pettitien though here 
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The Watar-mens ſuit, 


I haue declared ir more at large, to which his Maieſty gra- 


ciouſly granted me areference to his comiſſioners for ſuites, 


who then were the Right honorable Sir /#lins Ceſar , Sir 
Thomas Parry Knights, the Right Worſhipfull Sir Francis 
Bacon then the Kings Aturney generall, Sir Henry Monnta- 


gue his Maicſties Searganc at Law , Sir Walter Cope, Maifter 


George ( alxert, one of the Clarks of his Maicſties priuy Couns 
ſell, and Barron Sowtherton, one of the Barrons of the Kings 
exchequer,theſe Honorable and Worſhipful perſons I did oft 
ſolicite,by petitions, by friends, and by mine owne induſtrie 
ous 1mporunity , ſo that in the end when our cauſe was heard, 
we found them generally affected tothtſuit we proſecuted, 
His MaieftiesPlayers did exhibit apettition againſt ys,in 
which they ſaid that our ſuit was ynreaſonable, and that wee 
might as iuſtly remoue the exchange, the walkes in Pauls, or 
Mooreficids ro the. Bankſide for our profits as to confine 
them ; but our extremities and cauſe being iudiciouſly pon. 
dered by the Honorable and Worſhipfull Comiſſioners, Sir 
Francis Bacon very worthily ſaid that ſo farforth as the Pub. 
like weale was to be regarded before paſtimes,or a ſeruicea« 
ble decaying mujtitude before a handfull 'of perticular 
men, cr profit before pleafure,ſo fare was our ſuite to be pre- 
ferred before theirs. Whereypon the players did apeale to 
the Lord Chamberlaine , which was then the Earle of 
Sommetrſet who flood well affeted to vs, hauing 
beene moued before in the buifines by Maiſter Same! 
F a gentleman thar 
my ſelfe and all the reſt of my poore company in general, 
are generally beholding and deepely ingaged vnto; for of his 
owne free will to his coſt and charge, we muſt with thankful. 
neſſe acknowledge hee hath beene and is continually our 
worthie friend. Who ſeeing the wants of ſuchnumbers of ys, 
hee harh often neglected his owne vrgent and profitable af. 
faires, ſpending his time and coyne in any honeſt ocafion chat 
might profit vs. This much Ithoght good toinſertin the wa 
of Cankfalves becuaſe of al vices ingratitude is moſthaceſul. 
The 
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